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Hon’ble Minister Sarbananda Sonowal Presides Over Inauguration and Foundation-
Laying of Projects Worth Over 1,500 Crore at VOC Port

The Hon’ble Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, Shri Sarbananda
Sonowal, today presided over a landmark inauguration and foundation-laying ceremony
at V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority (VOC Port), Tuticorin. The event marked the
implementation of transformative projects valued at over 31,500 crore, reflecting the
Government of India’s sustained emphasis on port-led development under the visionary
leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. It also underscored VOC Port’s
swift rise as a green, digitally advanced, and capacity-driven maritime hub.

A key highlight of the occasion was the inauguration of the VOC Maritime Heritage
Museum — a contemporary, immersive institution dedicated to preserving India’s rich
maritime legacy and honouring the enduring contribution of freedom fighter V.O.
Chidambaranar. A national icon not only for Tamil Nadu but for the entire country, his
maritime vision and legacy continue to inspire generations. Conceived not merely as a
port initiative but as a tribute to the wider Coromandel Coast, the museum is set to
emerge as a significant cultural and educational landmark for southern Tamil Nadu. It will
deepen public awareness of India’s maritime history, promote tourism, and strengthen
community engagement across the region.

The Ministerinaugurated and laid foundation stones for a broad array of initiatives
encompassing upgraded rail and road connectivity, enhanced power infrastructure,
renewable energy integration (including solar, wind, battery storage, and green hydrogen
production), advanced safety systems, and cutting-edge digital platforms. These
projects will markedly improve cargo evacuation efficiency, shorten vessel turnaround
times, strengthen multimodal logistics, and elevate operational safety.

The ceremony built upon recent milestones, including the commissioning of three
new berths over the past eighteen months—most notably North Cargo Berth-lll,
dedicated by the Prime Minister in July 2025—which has significantly boosted bulk cargo
capacity. Steady progress continues on the Outer Harbour project, poised to enable
handling of larger vessels and greater trade volumes.

VOC Port has emerged as a national pioneer in sustainable maritime operations,
becoming the first Indian port to produce and utilise green hydrogen on-site. With the
pilot operational since late 2025 and commercial-scale development advancing towards
2029, the port is firmly established as the country’s Green Hydrogen Hub. Integrated
renewable initiatives, green methanol facilities, and partnerships in e-ammonia and



CCUS position it as a future-ready green fuel bunkering centre, aligning with India’s net-
zero goals and Maritime Vision 2047.

On the technology front, VOC Port leads with India’s first comprehensive Digital
Twin platform, delivering real-time monitoring, Al-assisted analytics, predictive
maintenance, and data-driven optimisation. An advanced Anti-Drone System further
bolsters security of critical infrastructure. The port recently reinforced its digital
leadership by hosting a high-level pre event on Al in ports on 9 February 2026 in Tuticorin
and presenting the landmark session “Al-Powered Ports: Reimagining Efficiency and
Operations” at the IndiaAl Impact Summit on 17 February 2026.

Strong operational results underpin these advancements. From April 2025 to
January 2026, cargo handling increased 6% to 35.97 million tonnes, including a record 4
million tonnes in January alone. Container volumes rose 9.40% to over 7.16 lakh TEUs,
driven by process reforms, additional equipment, expanded storage, and active industry
participation.

This marked the Minister’s fourth visit to VOC Port in the past two years,
demonstrating continued high-level support for its accelerated growth.

The projects launched today will extend benefits far beyond the port, lowering
logistics costs for trade, spurring industrial expansion—including shipbuilding and
manufacturing—in Tuticorin, Tirunelveli, and Madurai districts, attracting investment,
creating employment, and stimulating sectors such as renewable energy, logistics, and
tourism. The Maritime Heritage Museum will further enrich the socio-economic fabric of
southern Tamil Nadu.

With sustained focus on infrastructure, sustainability, digitalinnovation, and port-
led industrialisation including shipbuilding, V.O. Chidambaranar Port is consolidating its
status as a premier maritime gateway on India’s eastern seaboard and a national model
for green, secure, and intelligent port development.

Hon’ble Minister Shri Sarbananda Sonowal stated: “These landmark projects
reflect the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and our
collective resolve to build a self-reliant, green and technologically advanced maritime
sector. Under his guidance, India’s ports are being transformed into engines of growth
and innovation

V.O.C. Port is undertaking transformative initiatives — from shipbuilding and the
Outer Harbour Project to wide-ranging green measures — that will redefine the economic
landscape of the entire region. These efforts will strengthen its position as a major
transhipment hub, enabling it to compete with and, in time, surpass Colombo and other
leading regional ports

Together, these initiatives will drive inclusive economic growth, promote
environmental sustainability, foster shipbuilding and allied industries, and firmly
establish India as a global maritime powerhouse.”

Susanta Kumar Purohit, Chairperson, VOC Port Authority, added: “By prioritising
world class infrastructure, cutting-edge digitisation, ambitious green innovation, and



port-led industrialisation including shipbuilding, VOC Port is strengthening its pivotal role
in regional prosperity and national development.”

The above details were furnished in a Press Release by V.O. Chidambaranar Port
Authority today.

Public Relations Officer
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TEI0@ LHHW SIMWFEF] Hm. FrumreanbsT CFrCermeured louyser,
al.2_.fSUFertT SHmBpsHeiev auml 1,500 Gsmg wdllilsomer
S Lmiseflenr Hply elpr LBEBID DigdHE60 BT ([BEH60

Hm. FTumenbHT CFTCaTaUTsL, HHUI HIMHBPSHIGHET, HLILGD LOBBID
brallfl CUTHEGHaTHH HIWB DDHIDFFT,  DQUTH6T @M 6.2 . FGHIDLIF6TTT
SHIOBUPEH  UMHMTUWISHHL  HeOLOUBB  (pHHWIDTe  FHieudbd  ollpm  LoBmID
SlgdHHe0 BT B0 HBIDFFHEG Hemevenld HrmisenTy. 1,500 BGasmg ogileomeor
LUeLCauml S L mBeT SbBSelsd IBWPSHUILUGSHSUILLL 6. SbHHSD6eY, @HIHU
TS QW BISHID HIOBUPSID FibH  eUeNTFFenwIud, WIHILWOEGE UTTSH
rsoy SHm Berhaly Gwmyg eujseller CHTeneLBHTHE —HMEVENLOEHUILLD
NrHuedsaBa. Q& 61.2 . F.HMBUPSID LgGemL, LOsTeaml (PerGaiBmd LoiBmID
SHmeir  mWILGSHSUILL L. SLEVFT] alTHHS emowilonsd Causond 2 Wbl
QUMmEUMSH FL 19 ST (HBMSH.

@bsH allpreler (LpHadlul DDFIOTH, “al.e  FHDLFITT SHL60FTT LUMFLIDLIFI
SIHRISTLFWSD” SHleumsLUL LS. QbHuneler fmbeH FHHHTL GurgmiL ey
ol _fHuUremT  eufseriledl  SL6OFTT  UTTDUFWSHHBHUD, b wimeier
QUGITIDMTEN HL 6V AUFEOTBeNBUID Cdenyalld@ld alenduled @bdH DIHBISTL FlUIHID
QUQeUEMLOSBLILIL (6Nl HLOIDHTLI9MBE LU (HLOGVEVTIO (P  [BTL QM@ LOmen
Cardlw  (paTIHTTEWIOTS  MeMBIGD 612 . FHDUTEITT  DeUTHNH  HLGOFT]
OaTemevCHTE@ID, uMFUflwg  &aIBBEHD  HDEO(LPHBHMENSH  OHTL JHI
ombGHalHH — QUmHBOmET.  RH  HOBUPS  WPWBFWTS 0L (HLOELEVTLOEV,
OFHBIPHGHB HLMBHMIL LGHUler CUmenenUl  6THHHIMTHEGHD  HEOTFFT]Y
LOBEBID H6ve MWIDTHAD 2 HOaIHHsd 2 6Tendl. Q&H RbHwTelen &L 60FT]
aureomBenmll  uBKBlul  QuTEHIDEHeT  allfiliemiTenal  gBUBHS, SHBHBIEOTEN6
GuobuBH!, LIFThHHWCBIEGD Fepsd LUBGBHBLSGHD OLHD 2emHEHL06MMEHELID.

Guevid,  Gwibu L. guled OMMID  FTEMED  SeWmewIlIL|EH6N,  LOGHFT]Y
o sl Lenolly elfleurdsid, Gflul BB  STBH  WeTemensy,  LWleenil (BHLD
HBBeL CFLOIL BEBID LS MBI TN 2 MuUdbhd Cureis LHINbHHHHH
SUMWEL  (HEISemewIL, Gl L UTHISTOY DL E6T  OBBID  Hele
LOlGITEOTEIm]  SHENTMIGBET 2 _6TeMl L LD HI L BIBEHHGID D9HdH60 BT LLILL L F.
RSP LmIseT  FFHG — Ceuelumm  Hmewenr  HBFHH,  HLILILSH6IT
HIMBUPSHIBS6T ubBH  SHGOLD CHISMSD GHMBSHSHI, Ld(pS BUTHGMTHSHI
QRem6mTLILIBEN6T  QUSVILILIHHSHILD.



&LbH 18 LoTHMIB6T60 (LP6ImI LIS HLILISL HeNMIB6T HieUmISLILL (HeITere.
GUILUTSH, 2025 236mev IOTHHHE0 LITHJ LIFHIDT DieuTHeil JLLemHSH 6lL_&HE,
FIHG sembd-lll  siewmHH 6 QLoTH S FIbG B LIT6ITE Bem 60t
o wirhHdHuleitengl. Gevid, OUFlul  SLLLHENET  MBWITEHID  LOBMID  FHMBen6r
IFHBfHGD. OeualHHMBULPS S L (P (WPeirCaBmHadled 2 siengl.  GLosuild,
Oeuelldy HIOBULPHH HI L HH60 OHTLHID BbHH Meweowlmen (LPpeirGeaBmid, GLflu
HLILIGOHEMET MBWITENOD, MJHHH DeNeneal GUMHBSHD QUTUINILITS DIMLOULD.

a2 _d SHOBUWSHD  uFMD  HLOFT]  GFweourhsellsy  Capdlw
WerGamouITed HEBWSHBSH. HNH  AUNMTEHHCCW  LFDID  HEUBL 60
o BuHe  CFug  LWELGSSHID  @hHwTalst  (IPpHD  BHIHBUPHLOTS
allenmbiG@dBEHl. 2025-601 @miFHuied emLievl. H b CFweoum Hobd 6lbHSHIGT6TSHI.
2029-oi10  SeWIBHHG6I auenlld denalleoren 2 BUSHEH GBHTHE (paTGarBISBEl.
RMHEIS S LUHIIISEHHHS UBMEL  (PWBFH6T, UFMID  GILDSHSH6IT60
aFFser, @R-ouwGoreflwr  wmpid  sryuer gl (Carbon  Capture,
Utilization, and Storage - CCUS) s’ G wwbdsen, HeOBUPSHMD
IHTHTOLHHMBE SHWMTTTeN LGenD  6TflOUTHET  6NIDUIDTS  OTBEBISEIBe. &I
@bdHwrelss LMmduw o _10pey Bevds@dadst wmmip  ‘Maritime Vision 2047’
SILLSSILDID PSHMEB D).

OamhevmI LGS  Siempulsy, a2 .F. HoBUSD QbSHWTalsT  (LPFHev
(ppemwirer ‘Hlewpups GouipsT wwrdfl Fwesl’ (Digital Twin) Guwenenwi
WPTOBHEH  GFweoLBGHHUeTengl, @RH  Cpyig  HewidTewiliy, OCFULBENS
Blewewisle) 2 SelujLer  uGuuruie),  (peremleliny  ugmofliy  WBHID
HI)BCHHHUI  FHmer  GoUT enL.  euPBIGEHM&HI.  Gibu L L Gymedr  61&ITLIL
UTHISTILY  DDWLILD  SHOBUPsd Sl Lewoliselledr  LTgisTiien  GLoevid
UILILIBSHSHIBBSI.

FOUSHIH6L, HIMBPHID HWFH  LOGT6emm  (LpsiTeuremnenul  elsVIILIHHSHID
alsons, 2026 LUFaufl 9 DB HiOBLPSHIGT60 CFWLIBeNS Hiswrsnimsiey LB
o _WIpemey (IpedT HBDeneN HTHHIHGIQUled gBur@h OFuIHsHl. Gsud 2026
Doageuf) 17 e IndiaAl Impact Summit- Blspeiso  “Al in Ports and
Maritime Operations: Practice, Policy and Future” eiesi3  (pb&Hlul  Siijene
BLSHBIS.

DbH  (PIICIBBMIBEHHE HLLOTed  QFWIOUTL B  (PI9eNH6IT  UHTTLOTEH
o eitenmenr. gJLITed 2025 (pHev emafl 2026 aued), FIHEG MBWTEHH60 6 Yo
FHIBHID DHBFHH 35.97 10600 L 60T emBUWTOMILL L FHI, DigHle0 euaufluiied
LB 4  1W0eveOlWel L6  FIHend NBWTeIh  FTHmeN  LIHSHHIGN6NSI.
QFwev(pedm  FTHMHBHHMIB6ET, FmbHHev 2 LSJenimibeT, alfleumssr  Gailiy
QUFHH6IT 1oBWID  OHTPBHINB  OFWIOUIT 1960 2 UTFLILL L 6D ePevID, FJHGLI
OulLsmsellesr  oeey 940 % e _wigbsm  7.16 TEUs  Revl g
FIHGOULLSHRIGB6T DI6TTen6d  HT6wIQUIGI.



Q&1 BLbH Syenih eIBHeMNed TG HHU DMOFF] al.e g
SHOBWPHHHBS bHSH HTGIHTOIH LILGWID WGD, AH6T Geusiomen alenjFFoHE,
OBTLJhs pHIal CeualiBSHHIBBSI.

QImI  OBHTLMISLILL BTN HI L MIGH6T  HOBPHHMHH HLHSHID  LI60
[HEOT6NLD&HEN6ETT QULDMRIG LD. QT HHBHH MBS QHTLJLemL_ Wl 6uTe3l610I9 &5610
CFeveysemell  GHMBSHSHI,  HTHHSGY,  HHOBOCT  WBBID  OGHIW]T
OTeNL L MhIgG6Ne0  &LLs0  SHWMFLL LoBpid 2 Musbhs 2 LuL  CHTPBEFTens0
alflewer omb@GalsHdH, WHSL WL & SHalfbdHl, CausmevauTuilienl 2 Heurdhd),
UaIIGbsHHHH 6MFH, euTadlervigherd OBBID &HB)IeoT GUTEIm  HlenBEHemeN
ombHGHbHOmeT.  QIMI DMWFFTTL  OHTLRISIULL 612 FlFHIDLFenTiT
&LeOFT] umguflul  SiBIGTL WS  6Hei  HLOUPBTL 96T  Felpd6ILITHETHT]Y
SimIoLlentl GLogYid  6usVILILIBEHSHILD.

o sl Lewolly Gwbur@h, HemevsHHeenD, Loleieem LiGHIenD  OBEBID
sliued  swumfliy 2 UL SHOBUWSD  mWlUGSHHW  OHTHBSHIHBES
&L LemolNe0 QBT FFHAWTeT Heuaid CFsvHHINH (LP6VID, 6.2 .&.HlewB(LPSHLID
@b w6 6ot HIPEEHdH HLBHMTLILIGFHUTl6L (LP 6D 60T 6001 HLGOFT
HIHLOAITUTEOTHELD, LIGi6mLD, LIT&HISBTLIL LOMBM3ILD L5 B F 60 SHH60emLD
SlgliLenLufleomss  HewBpSH  alenfFFdbaTen  BCHFw IHFuTsad  Heilenst
BENsBBIHS QBB

TG WHHUW ADWEFF] Hm FyureipbstT CFrCeumeumsd ieuTH6I
&pio Curgl, @bd WHHWH S LM, wrewiold umysh LFsw]  Hm
BCrHAr Gomg  Sieujsellent OHTMEVECHTHEG HEMEVENIOMUIL|D,  FH6T66MM6),
LU&EenD  WBEID  CHTIHEOEHI LIS (peTtGaBmid CQUBB  HLEVFTT  HieHMeNUI
® HATHGID DFFeT gl (b 2 mISHIUTL WD LIFFHueddbalenmsser  eTermib,
rewi i@ umysh  Lpsot  SelTseler  eupsTl BoHedenr  &Sip,  @bauwmeer
HIMBPBHIHET  QUSTTFF MUWIUD LIHIMOMWIUD 2emSHGHaldb@EGHD  SUIHSH THIG6TTS
LOTBMLILIHEOTR60  6T6MMILD  Fn5l6TTT.

Cosvild, 1.2 .8, HlewBPHID Hlied ST woBmid GCelelHHmBLPHSH
SHILLID (PH6L LIGMID BL AIQHMBHET U, (WD LIFThHuibHer CuTmenTaHTy
Ben6eVENDeNU  IDBI 2 (HUTHEGID  OTBBHSHI_LBiGeneT  GoBOsTemi(B  aIHB MBS
TImID Qb (PWBFH6T DIenG (LPHBWIDTe LIFIOTBE MOWIDTS sV ILIBEHS),
GaTplby wB@ID LB (Wweiteemil  LITTHSIW  HlenBLPSBHISEHL 6T CuTL19uilL_6yib,
HTVIBLITHHI60 DIHeme OBAD 2 _FHe)ID 6T6iMID Fnml6unTiT.

QL2 _ Fl.HmBLEHH  Hmeval]  HH.&EFMHS Gy Lermanss,
AQA.7.L10.0uT  SQITHeT  Heigdl  CFUIHule, ® 60HhSH SHIIOTEN &L L 6MIDLIL,
(pedteoiendll Heeor GobUITH, OHSHSHT LIGFeHD (PWBF, oBmID SO HWTFILienL
2 LUBSHIHU SHOBUPSD  FMiThH OHTOBSHIOB  eueMJFHHEG  HOBLPHLD
wereiflento  GBETELULNS  (Weiell B, a2 &, sHeopupsd  LgnhHHwF
OFevauTdhHID  BChpFur  eueni&FFulsud  (WPpHHWIT  UTHRHTIOTS — HeoTen6
QNIILIBHSHSH IHBBHI 610IMI 26T HSHT.



oL _FHOUTEmT  HOBLPS  Jemewild Qi CeueNuil_Heiten
uHHNEmd CFuIHsd @Gllled CFHfelsHaieTengl.

&HH6T CHTLTL P&l



