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Hon’ble Minister Sarbananda Sonowal Presides Over Inauguration and Foundation-
Laying of Projects Worth Over ₹1,500 Crore at VOC Port 

The Hon’ble Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, Shri Sarbananda 
Sonowal, today presided over a landmark inauguration and foundation-laying ceremony 
at V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority (VOC Port), Tuticorin. The event marked the 
implementation of transformative projects valued at over ₹1,500 crore, reflecting the 
Government of India’s sustained emphasis on port-led development under the visionary 
leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. It also underscored VOC Port’s 
swift rise as a green, digitally advanced, and capacity-driven maritime hub. 

A key highlight of the occasion was the inauguration of the VOC Maritime Heritage 
Museum — a contemporary, immersive institution dedicated to preserving India’s rich 
maritime legacy and honouring the enduring contribution of freedom fighter V.O. 
Chidambaranar. A national icon not only for Tamil Nadu but for the entire country, his 
maritime vision and legacy continue to inspire generations. Conceived not merely as a 
port initiative but as a tribute to the wider Coromandel Coast, the museum is set to 
emerge as a significant cultural and educational landmark for southern Tamil Nadu. It will 
deepen public awareness of India’s maritime history, promote tourism, and strengthen 
community engagement across the region.  

The Minister inaugurated and laid foundation stones for a broad array of initiatives 
encompassing upgraded rail and road connectivity, enhanced power infrastructure, 
renewable energy integration (including solar, wind, battery storage, and green hydrogen 
production), advanced safety systems, and cutting-edge digital platforms. These 
projects will markedly improve cargo evacuation efficiency, shorten vessel turnaround 
times, strengthen multimodal logistics, and elevate operational safety. 

The ceremony built upon recent milestones, including the commissioning of three 
new berths over the past eighteen months—most notably North Cargo Berth-III, 
dedicated by the Prime Minister in July 2025—which has significantly boosted bulk cargo 
capacity. Steady progress continues on the Outer Harbour project, poised to enable 
handling of larger vessels and greater trade volumes. 

VOC Port has emerged as a national pioneer in sustainable maritime operations, 
becoming the first Indian port to produce and utilise green hydrogen on-site. With the 
pilot operational since late 2025 and commercial-scale development advancing towards 
2029, the port is firmly established as the country’s Green Hydrogen Hub. Integrated 
renewable initiatives, green methanol facilities, and partnerships in e-ammonia and 



CCUS position it as a future-ready green fuel bunkering centre, aligning with India’s net-
zero goals and Maritime Vision 2047. 

On the technology front, VOC Port leads with India’s first comprehensive Digital 
Twin platform, delivering real-time monitoring, AI-assisted analytics, predictive 
maintenance, and data-driven optimisation. An advanced Anti-Drone System further 
bolsters security of critical infrastructure. The port recently reinforced its digital 
leadership by hosting a high-level pre event on AI in ports on 9 February 2026 in Tuticorin 
and presenting the landmark session “AI-Powered Ports: Reimagining Efficiency and 
Operations” at the IndiaAI Impact Summit on 17 February 2026. 

Strong operational results underpin these advancements. From April 2025 to 
January 2026, cargo handling increased 6% to 35.97 million tonnes, including a record 4 
million tonnes in January alone. Container volumes rose 9.40% to over 7.16 lakh TEUs, 
driven by process reforms, additional equipment, expanded storage, and active industry 
participation. 

This marked the Minister’s fourth visit to VOC Port in the past two years, 
demonstrating continued high-level support for its accelerated growth. 

The projects launched today will extend benefits far beyond the port, lowering 
logistics costs for trade, spurring industrial expansion—including shipbuilding and 
manufacturing—in Tuticorin, Tirunelveli, and Madurai districts, attracting investment, 
creating employment, and stimulating sectors such as renewable energy, logistics, and 
tourism. The Maritime Heritage Museum will further enrich the socio-economic fabric of 
southern Tamil Nadu. 

With sustained focus on infrastructure, sustainability, digital innovation, and port-
led industrialisation including shipbuilding, V.O. Chidambaranar Port is consolidating its 
status as a premier maritime gateway on India’s eastern seaboard and a national model 
for green, secure, and intelligent port development. 

Hon’ble Minister Shri Sarbananda Sonowal stated: “These landmark projects 
reflect the visionary leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and our 
collective resolve to build a self-reliant, green and technologically advanced maritime 
sector. Under his guidance, India’s ports are being transformed into engines of growth 
and innovation 

V.O.C. Port is undertaking transformative initiatives — from shipbuilding and the 
Outer Harbour Project to wide-ranging green measures — that will redefine the economic 
landscape of the entire region. These efforts will strengthen its position as a major 
transhipment hub, enabling it to compete with and, in time, surpass Colombo and other 
leading regional ports 

Together, these initiatives will drive inclusive economic growth, promote 
environmental sustainability, foster shipbuilding and allied industries, and firmly 
establish India as a global maritime powerhouse.” 

Susanta Kumar Purohit, Chairperson, VOC Port Authority, added: “By prioritising 
world class infrastructure, cutting-edge digitisation, ambitious green innovation, and 



port-led industrialisation including shipbuilding, VOC Port is strengthening its pivotal role 
in regional prosperity and national development.” 

The above details were furnished in a Press Release by V.O. Chidambaranar Port 
Authority today. 

                                                                                         Public Relations Officer 
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khz;GkpF kj;jpa mikr;ru; jpU. rh;ghde;jh NrhNdhthy; mtu;fs;> 
t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfj;jpy; &gha; 1>500 Nfhb kjpg;gpyhd 

jpl;lq;fspd; jpwg;G tpoh kw;Wk; mbf;fy; ehl;Ljy; 

jpU. rh;ghde;jh NrhNdhthy;> kj;jpa JiwKfq;fs;> fg;gy; kw;Wk; 
ePh;top Nghf;Ftuj;J Jiw mikr;rh;;>  mtu;fs; ,d;W t.c. rpjk;gudhu; 
JiwKf Mizaj;jpy; eilngw;w Kf;fpakhd Jtf;f tpoh kw;Wk; 
mbf;fy; ehl;Lk; epfo;r;rpf;F jiyik jhq;fpdhu;. 1>500 Nfhb kjpg;gpyhd 
gy;NtW jpl;lq;fs; ,e;epfo;tpy; mwpKfg;gLj;jg;gl;ld. ,e;epfo;T> ,e;jpa 
muR typAWj;Jk;; JiwKfk; rhh;e;j tsu;r;rpiaAk;> khz;GkpF ghuj 
gpujku; jpU eNue;jpu Nkhb mtu;fspd; njhiyNehf;F jiyikiaAk; 
gpujpgypf;fpwJ. ,J t.c.rp.JiwKfk; gRik> kpd;dZ Kd;Ndw;wk; kw;Wk; 
jpwd; ikag;gLj;jg;gl;l fly;rhu; th;j;jf ikakhf Ntfkhf cau;e;J 
tUtij Rl;b fhl;LfpwJ. 

,e;j tpohtpd; Kf;fpa mk;rkhf> “t.c.rpjk;gudhh; fly;rhh;; ghuk;gupa 

mUq;fhl;rpafk;” Jtq;fg;gl;lJ. ,e;jpahtpd; rpwe;j Rje;jpug; Nghuhl;l tPuu; 
t.c.rpjk;gudhh; mtu;fspd; fly;rhh; ghuk;gupaj;ijAk;> ,e;jpahtpd; 
tskhd fly; tuyhw;iwAk; nfsutpf;Fk; tifapy; ,e;j mUq;fhl;rpafk; 
tbtikf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. jkpo;ehl;bw;F kl;Lky;yhky;; KO ehl;bw;Fkhd 
Njrpa Kd;Djhuzkhf tpsq;Fk; t.c.rpjk;gudhh; mth;fsJ fly;rhu; 
njhiyNehf;Fk;> ghuk;gupar; RtLfSk; jiyKiwfisj; njhlu;e;J 
Cf;Ftpj;J tUfpd;wd. ,J JiwKf Kaw;rpahf kl;Lky;yhky;> 
njd;fpof;Ff; flw;fiug; gFjpapd; ngUikia vLj;Jiuf;Fk; fyhr;rhu 
kw;Wk; fy;tp ikakhfTk; cUntLf;f cs;sJ. ,J ,e;jpahtpd; fly;rhu; 
tuyhw;iwg; gw;wpa nghJkf;fs; tpopg;Gzu;it Vw;;gLj;jp> Rw;Wyhit 
Nkk;gLj;jp> gpuhe;jpankq;Fk; r%f gq;Nfw;Gf;Fk; ngUk; Cf;fkspf;Fk;. 

  NkYk;> Nkk;gl;l uapy; kw;Wk; rhiy ,izg;Gfs;> kpd;rhu 
cl;fl;likg;G tpupthf;fk;> #upa kw;Wk; fhw;W kpd;dhiy> kpd;Dl;Lk; 
Mw;wy; Nrkpg;G kw;Wk; gRik i`l;u[d; cw;gj;jp Nghd;w GJg;gpf;fj;jf;f 
Mw;wy; xUq;fpizg;G> Nkk;gl;l ghJfhg;G mikg;Gfs; kw;Wk; etPd 
kpd;dZ jsq;fs; cs;spl;l gy jpl;lq;fSf;Fk; mbf;fy; ehl;lg;gl;lJ. 
,j;jpl;lq;fs; ruf;F ntspNaw;w jpwid mjpfupj;J> fg;gy;fs; 
JiwKfj;jpw;Fs; te;J  jpUk;Gk; Neuj;ij Fiwj;J> gy;Kf Nghf;Ftuj;J 
,izg;Gfis tYg;gLj;Jk;. 



fle;j 18 khjq;fspy; %d;W Gjpa fg;gy; jsq;fs; Jtq;fg;gl;Ls;sd. 
Fwpg;ghf> 2025 [Piy khjj;jpy; ghju gpujku; mtu;fs; mu;g;gzpj;j tlf;F 

ruf;F jsk;-III JiwKfj;jpd; nkhj;j ruf;F ifahs;jpwid 
cau;j;jpAs;sJ. NkYk;> ngupa fg;gy;fis ifahSk; kw;Wk; jpwid 
mjpfupf;Fk;. ntspj;JiwKf jpl;lKk; Kd;Ndw;wj;jpy; cs;sJ. NkYk;> 
ntspj; JiwKfj; jpl;lj;jpy; njhlUk; ,e;j epiyahd Kd;Ndw;wk;> ngupa 
fg;gy;fis ifahsTk;> tu;j;jf msit ngUf;fTk; tha;g;ghf mikAk;.  

 t.c.rp JiwKfk; gRik fly;rhu; nray;ghLfspy; Njrpa 
Kd;Ndhbahf jpfo;fpwJ. jdJ tshfj;jpNyNa gRik i`l;u[d; 
cw;gj;jp nra;J gad;gLj;Jk; ,e;jpahtpd; Kjy; JiwKfkhf  
tpsq;FfpwJ. 2025-d; ,Wjpapy; igyl; jpl;lk; nray;ghl;Lf;F te;Js;sJ. 
2029-Mk; Mz;Lf;Fs; tzpf mstpyhd cw;gj;jp Nehf;fp Kd;NdWfpwJ. 
xUq;fpize;j GJg;gpf;fj;jf;f Mw;wy; Kaw;rpfs;> gRik nkj;jdhy; 

trjpfs;;> ,-mk;Nkhdpah kw;Wk; fhu;gd; gpbg;G (Carbon Capture, 

Utilization, and Storage - CCUS) $l;L Kaw;rpfs;> JiwKfj;ij 
vjpu;fhyj;jpw;F jahuhd gRik vupnghUs; ikakhf khw;Wfpd;wd. ,J 

,e;jpahtpd; G[;[pa ckpo;T ,yf;Ffs; kw;Wk; ‘Maritime Vision 2047’ 
jpl;lj;JlDk; xj;jpirfpwJ.    

njhopy;El;gj; Jiwapy;> t.c.rp. JiwKfk; ,e;jpahtpd; Kjy; 

KOikahd ‘JiwKf nka;epfh; khjphp nrayp’ (Digital Twin) Nkilia 
Kd;ndLj;J nray;gLj;jpAs;sJ> ,J Neub fz;fhzpg;G> nraw;if 
Ez;zwpT cjtpAld; gFg;gha;T> Kd;dwptpg;G guhkupg;G kw;Wk; 
juTf;Nfe;jpa jpwd; Nkk;ghl;il toq;FfpwJ. Nkk;gl;l l;Nuhd; vjph;g;G 
ghJfhg;G mikg;Gk; JiwKf fl;likg;Gfspd; ghJfhg;ig NkYk; 
tYg;gLj;JfpwJ. 

rkPgj;jpy;> JiwKfk; jdJ kpd;dZ Kd;dzpia tYg;gLj;Jk; 
tpjkhf> 2026 gpg;utup 9 md;W JiwKfq;fspy; nraw;if Ez;zwpT gw;wpa 
cau;epiy Kd; epfo;it J}j;Jf;Fbapy; Vw;ghL nra;jJ. NkYk; 2026 

gpg;utup 17 md;W IndiaAI Impact Summit- epfo;tpy;   “AI in Ports and 
Maritime Operations: Practice, Policy and Future” vd;w Kf;fpa mku;it 
elj;jpaJ. 

,e;j Kd;Ndw;wq;fSf;F jplkhd nray;ghl;L KbTfs; Mjhukhf 

cs;sd. Vg;uy; 2025 Kjy; [dtup 2026 tiu> ruf;F ifahSjypy; 6 % 
rjtPjk; mjpfupj;J 35.97 kpy;ypad; ld; ifahsg;gl;lJ> mjpy; [dtupapy; 
kl;Lk; 4 kpy;ypad; ld; ruf;if ifahz;L rhjid gjpj;Js;sJ. 
nray;Kiw rPu;jpUj;jq;fs;> $Ljy; cgfuzq;fs;> tpupthd Nrkpg;G 
trjpfs; kw;Wk; njhopw;Jiw nray;ghl;bd; capu;g;G+l;ly; %yk;> ruf;Fg;  

ngl;lfq;fspd;; msT 9.40 % cau;e;J 7.16 TEUs ,yl;rk; 
ruf;Fngl;lfq;fs; msit jhz;baJ. 



,J> fle;j ,uz;L Mz;Lfspy; khz;GkpF kj;jpa mikr;ru; t.c.rp. 
JiwKfj;jpw;F te;j ehd;fhtJ gazk; MFk;> mjd; Ntfkhd tsu;r;rpf;F 
njhlu;e;j Mjuit ntspg;gLj;JfpwJ. 

,d;W njhlq;fg;gl;Ls;s jpl;lq;fs; JiwKfj;ijf; fle;Jk; gy 
ed;ikfis toq;Fk;. tu;j;jfj;jpw;F njhlu;Gila yh[p];bf;]; 
nryTfis Fiwj;J> J}j;Jf;Fb> jpUney;Ntyp kw;Wk; kJiu 
khtl;lq;fspy; fg;gy; jahupg;G kw;Wk; cw;gj;jp cl;gl njhopw;rhiy 
tpupit Cf;Ftpj;J> KjyPl;ilf; ftu;e;J> Ntiytha;g;ig cUthf;fp> 
GJg;gpf;fj;jf;f vhprf;jp> yh[p];bf;]; kw;Wk; Rw;Wyh Nghd;w Jiwfis 
Cf;Ftpf;fpd;wd. ,d;W mikr;ruhy; njhlq;fg;gl;l t.c.rpjk;gudhh; 
fly;rhu; ghuk;gupa mUq;fhl;rpafk; njd; jkpo;ehl;bd; r%fnghUshjhu 
mikg;ig NkYk; tYg;gLj;Jk;. 

cl;fl;likg;G Nkk;ghL> epiyj;jd;ik> kpd;dZ GJik kw;Wk; 
fg;gy; jahupg;G cl;gl JiwKfk; ikag;gLj;jpa njhopw;Jiwf; 
fl;likg;gpy; njhlu;r;rpahd ftdk; nrYj;Jtjd; %yk;> t.c.rp.JiwKfk; 
,e;jpahtpd; fpof;Ff; flw;fiug;gFjpapy; Kd;dzp fly;rhu; 
EiothapyhfTk;> gRik> ghJfhg;G kw;Wk; Gj;jprhypj;jd;ik 
mbg;gilapyhd JiwKf tsu;r;rpf;fhd Njrpa khjpupahfTk; jd;id 
epiyepWj;jp tUfpwJ. 

khz;GkpF kj;jpa mikr;ru; jpU ru;ghde;jh NrhNdhthy; mth;fs; 
$Wk; NghJ> ,e;j Kf;fpaj; jpl;lq;fs;> khz;GkpF ghuj gpujku; jpU 
eNue;jpu Nkhb mtu;fspd; njhiyNehf;F jiyikiaAk;> jd;dpiwT> 
gRik kw;Wk; njhopy;El;gj;jpy; Kd;Ndw;wk; ngw;w fly;rhu; Jiwia 
cUthf;Fk; murpd; $l;L cWjpg;ghl;ilAk; gpujpgypf;fpd;wd vd;Wk;>  
khz;GkpF ghuj gpujkh; mth;fspd; topfhl;Ljypd; fPo;> ,e;jpahtpd; 
JiwKfq;fs; tsu;r;rpiaAk; GJikiaAk; Cf;Ftpf;Fk; ,ae;jpuq;fshf 
khw;wg;gLfpd;wd vd;Wk; $wpdhh;. 

 NkYk;> t.c.rp. JiwKfk; fg;gy; jahupg;G kw;Wk; ntspj;;JiwKfj; 
jpl;lk; Kjy; gRik eltbf;iffs; tiu> KO gpuhe;jpaj;jpd; nghUshjhu 
epiyikia kW cUthf;Fk; khw;wj;jpl;lq;fis Nkw;nfhz;L tUfpwJ 
vd;Wk; ,e;j Kaw;rpfs; mij Kf;fpakhd gupkhw;w ikakhf tYg;gLj;jp> 
nfhOk;G kw;Wk; gpw Kd;dzp gpuhe;jpa JiwKfq;fSld; Nghl;baplTk;> 
fhyg;Nghf;fpy; mjid kPwTk; cjTk; vd;Wk; $wpdhh;. 

   t.c.rp.JiwKfj;jpd; jiytu; jpU.Rrhe;j Fkhu; GNuh`pj> 
,.u.g.kp.ngh mth;fs; jdJ nra;jpapy;>  cyfj; jukhd fl;likg;G> 
Kd;dzp etPd Nkk;ghL> kfj;jhd gRik Kaw;rp> kw;Wk; fg;gy; jahupg;ig 
cl;gLj;jpa JiwKfk; rhh;e;j njhopw;Jiw tsu;r;rpf;F JiwKfk; 
Kd;Dupik nfhLg;gij Kd;dpl;L> t.c.rp. JiwKfk; gpuhe;jpar; 
nry;thf;fpYk; Njrpa tsu;r;rpapYk; Kf;fpag; ghj;jpukhf jd;id 
tYg;gLj;jp tUfpwJ vd;W ciuj;jhh;. 



t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKf Mizak; ,d;W ntspapl;Ls;s 
gj;jphpf;if nra;jpf; Fwpg;gpy; njhptpj;Js;sJ.  

kf;fs; njhlh;G mjpfhhp 

 

 


