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V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority, Tuticorin, achieved a major milestone with 

the successful berthing of M.V. MSC Michaela, with Length Overall (LOA) of 304 

metres and Beam of 40 metres, at the Dakshin Bharat Gateway Terminal on 

December 21, 2025. This landmark event marks the arrival of the longest container 

vessel and the highest container-carrying capacity vessel with 6,724 TEUs of 

containers, ever to berth at the port, underscoring its growing prominence in India’s 

maritime sector. 

The progression from handling M.V. MSC Petra with a Length Overall (LOA) of 

299.5 metres in May 2022 to the successful arrival of M.V. MSC Michaela, highlights 

the substantial enhancement of V.O. Chidambaranar Port’s operational capabilities. 

MSC Michaela, which arrived from the Port of Colón, Panama, and is scheduled to 

sail to Colombo, Sri Lanka, is handling a total of 3,977 TEUs at the port. This includes 

2,676 TEUs of import containers, 1,104 TEUs of export containers, 148 TEUs involving 

restow operations, and 49 TEUs of transhipment containers. 

It is noteworthy that during the current financial year up to November 2025–26, 

the port handled 5,62,928 TEUs of containers, as against 5,20,919 TEUs in the 

corresponding period of 2024–25, registering an increase of 8.06%. 

  In the commemorative event held at V.O. Chidambaranar Port’s DGBT 

container terminal, Shri Sushant Kumar Purohit IRSEE, Chairperson, VOC Port, stated 

that the successful handling of M.V. MSC Michaela reflects the Port’s recent 

infrastructure upgrades such as enhancing the maximum draft to 14.20 meters, 

widening the turning circle of the Port’s basin from  488 metres to 550 metres, 

operationalisation of  the DPE facility, and the recent induction of 4th tug with 60 Tonne 

Bollar Pull to manoeuvre large container vessels. He further stated that the upcoming 

Outer Harbour project will significantly strengthen VOC Port’s position as a key 

maritime gateway for South India. 

The event was graced by Shri Sushant Kumar Purohit, IRSEE, Chairperson, 

VOC Port, Shri Rajesh Soundararajan, IAS, Deputy Chairperson, P. Kavin Maharaj, 

Chief Vigilance Officer, Shri Vikas Nair, Customs Commissioner, Tuticorin, Mr 

Vujnovic Tripo, Captain of the vessel, Mr Senthil Kumar, CEO, DBGT Terminal, Shri 

Benny George, Sr. General Manager, MSC Agency India Limited, senior officials from 

Port and delegates from trade bodies. 

The   above   details   were   furnished   in   a   Press -Release by the  

V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority today. 
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kf;fs; njhlh;G mYtyfk; 

gj;jphpf;if nra;jp : 28             ehs;: 22.12.2025 

t.c. rpjk;gudhu; JiwKfk; mjpf ruf;Fngl;lfq;fis ifahSk; jpwd; cila kpf 
ePskhd ruf;F ngl;lf fg;giy ifahs;tjd; %yk; tuyhw;W rhjidia gilj;Js;sJ. 

t.c. rpjk;gudhu; JiwKf Mizak; brk;gu; 21> 2025 md;W jf;\pd; ghuj; Nfl;Nt 
ruf;Fngl;lf Kidaj;jpy;> 304 kPl;lu; ePsk; (LOA) kw;Wk; 40 kPl;lu; mfyk; nfhz;l M.V. 

MSC ikf;Nfyhit vd;w ruf;Fngl;lf fg;giy ntw;wpfukhf ifahz;L rhjid 
gilj;Js;sJ. ,J ,e;jpahtpd; fly;rhu; Jiwapy; mjd; tsu;e;J tUk; Kf;fpaj;Jtj;ij 
tYg;gLj;Jk; tpjkhf ,f;fg;giy ifahs;tjpd;  %yk;;;> 6>724 TEU  ruf;F ngl;lfq;fis 
ifahSk; jpwd; nfhz;l kpf ePskhd ruf;F ngl;lf fg;gypd; tUif JiwKfj;jpd; xU 
iky;fy;iy vl;baJ. 

JiwKfj;jpy; 2022 Nk khjk; 299.50 kPl;lu; ePsk; LOA cld; M.V. MSC ngl;uh vd;w 
ruf;Fngl;lf fg;giy ifahs;tjpy; ,Ue;J M.V. MSC ikf;Nfyhtpd; tUif tiuapyhd 
tsh;r;rp t.c. rpjk;gudhu; JiwKfj;jpd; epiyahd nray;ghl;Lj; jpwdpy; xU Fwpg;gplj;jf;f 
Kd;Ndw;wj;ij gpujpgypf;fpwJ.  

gdhkhtpd; nfhNyhd; JiwKfj;jpypUe;J te;j MSC ikf;Nfyh vd;w ruf;Fngl;lf 
fg;gy;> t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKfj;jpy; 3977 TEU ruf;F ngl;lfq;fs; ifahsg;gl;L kPz;Lk; 
,yq;ifapd; nfhOk;G JiwKfj;jpw;F gazpf;Fk;;. ,jpy; 2676 TEU ruf;Fngl;lfq;fs; 
,wf;Fkjpf;Fk;> 1104 TEU ruf;Fngl;lfq;fs; Vw;Wkjpf;Fk;> 148 TEU ruf;F ngl;lfq;fs 
kWrPuikg;G nra;ATk; kw;Wk; 49 TEU ruf;F ngl;lfq;fis ruf;Fghpkhw;wk; Mfpa nray;ghLfs; 
eilngw;wJ.  

elg;G epjpahz;by; etk;gu; 2025-26 tiu> JiwKfk; 5>62>928 TEU ruf;F ngl;lfq;fisf; 
ifahz;Ls;sJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ> ,J 2024-25 Mk; Mz;bd; ,Nj fhyfl;lj;jpy; 5>20>919 TEU 
ruf;Fngl;lfis tpl  mjpfkhf ifahz;L 8.06% mjpfupj;Js;sJ. t.c. rpjk;gudhu; 
JiwKfj;jpd; jf;\pd; ghuj; Nfl;Nt ruf;Fngl;lf Kidaj;jpy; (DBGT) eilngw;w epfo;tpy;> 
jpU. R\he;j; Fkhu; GNuh`pj;> ,.u.g.,.ng> t.c.rp JiwKfj;jpd; jiytu;> mth;fs; M.V. MSC 
ikf;Nfyh ruf;Fngl;lf fg;giy ntw;wpfukhd ifahSjy;> JiwKfj;jpd; rkPgj;jpa 
cs;fl;likg;G Nkk;ghLfis gpujpgypf;fpwJ vd;W $wpdhu;> mjhtJ mjpfgl;r kpjit Mok; 
14.20 kPl;luhf cau;j;Jjy;> JiwKf fg;gy; Rw;Wtl;l ghijapid 488 kPl;lupypUe;J 550 
kPl;luhf tpupTgLj;Jjy;> JiwKfj;jpw;Fs; Neub EioT Nrit  (Direct Port Entry)  Nghd;w 
trjpia nray;gLj;Jjy; kw;Wk; 60 ld; Nghyhu;l; Gy; jpwd; nfhz;l 4tJ ,Oit fg;gy;; 
rkPgj;jpy; mwpKfg;gLj;jpaJ MFk;. NkYk; mtu; $Wifapy; tutpUf;Fk; ntsp JiwKf 
(Outer Harbour) jpl;lk; njd; ,e;jpahtpw;fhd Kf;fpa fly; th;j;jf Eiothapyhf t.c. 
rpjk;gudhu; JiwKfj;jpd; epiyia Fwpg;gplj;jf;f mstpy; tYg;gLj;Jk; vd njuptpj;jhu;. 

,e;j epfo;tpy;> t.c.rp JiwKfj; jiytu; jpU. R\he;j; Fkhu; GNuh`pj;> IRSEE> 
mtu;fs;   t.c.rp JiwKfj; Jizj; jiytu;  jpU. uhN[\; nrse;juuh[d;> ,.M.g.> jiyik 
fz;fhzpg;G mjpfhhp> jpU. ftpd; k`huh[;> IOFS,  J}j;Jf;Fb Rq;f Mizau; jpU. tpfh]; 
ehau;> IRS fg;gypd; Nfg;ld; jpU. T[;Ndhtpf; bupNgh> DBGT Kidaj;jpd; jiyik epu;thf 
mjpfhup jpU. nre;jpy; Fkhu;> MSC Vn[d;rp ,e;jpah ypkpnll;bd; %j;j nghJ Nkyhsu; jpU. 
ngd;dp [hu;[;> JiwKfj;jpd; %j;j mjpfhupfs; kw;Wk; tu;j;jf mikg;Gfspd; gpujpepjpfs; 
midtUk; fye;J nfhz;ldu;. 

t.c.rpjk;gudhh; JiwKf Mizak; ,d;W ntspapl;Ls;s gj;jphpf;if nra;jpf; Fwpg;gpy; 
njhptpj;Js;sJ.  

kf;fs; njhlh;G mjpfhhp 
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