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V.O. Chidambaranar Port creates history by handling longest container vessel
with highest container carrying capacity

V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority, Tuticorin, achieved a major milestone with
the successful berthing of M.V. MSC Michaela, with Length Overall (LOA) of 304
metres and Beam of 40 metres, at the Dakshin Bharat Gateway Terminal on
December 21, 2025. This landmark event marks the arrival of the longest container
vessel and the highest container-carrying capacity vessel with 6,724 TEUs of
containers, ever to berth at the port, underscoring its growing prominence in India’s
maritime sector.

The progression from handling M.V. MSC Petra with a Length Overall (LOA) of
299.5 metres in May 2022 to the successful arrival of M.V. MSC Michaela, highlights
the substantial enhancement of V.O. Chidambaranar Port’s operational capabilities.
MSC Michaela, which arrived from the Port of Colon, Panama, and is scheduled to
sail to Colombo, Sri Lanka, is handling a total of 3,977 TEUs at the port. This includes
2,676 TEUs of import containers, 1,104 TEUs of export containers, 148 TEUs involving
restow operations, and 49 TEUs of transhipment containers.

It is noteworthy that during the current financial year up to November 2025-26,
the port handled 5,62,928 TEUs of containers, as against 5,20,919 TEUs in the
corresponding period of 2024—-25, registering an increase of 8.06%.

In the commemorative event held at V.O. Chidambaranar Port's DGBT
container terminal, Shri Sushant Kumar Purohit IRSEE, Chairperson, VOC Port, stated
that the successful handling of M.V. MSC Michaela reflects the Port’'s recent
infrastructure upgrades such as enhancing the maximum draft to 14.20 meters,
widening the turning circle of the Port’s basin from 488 metres to 550 metres,
operationalisation of the DPE facility, and the recent induction of 4th tug with 60 Tonne
Bollar Pull to manoeuvre large container vessels. He further stated that the upcoming
Outer Harbour project will significantly strengthen VOC Port’s position as a key
maritime gateway for South India.

The event was graced by Shri Sushant Kumar Purohit, IRSEE, Chairperson,
VOC Port, Shri Rajesh Soundararajan, IAS, Deputy Chairperson, P. Kavin Maharaj,
Chief Vigilance Officer, Shri Vikas Nair, Customs Commissioner, Tuticorin, Mr
Vujnovic Tripo, Captain of the vessel, Mr Senthil Kumar, CEO, DBGT Terminal, Shri
Benny George, Sr. General Manager, MSC Agency India Limited, senior officials from
Port and delegates from trade bodies.

The above details were furnished in a Press-Release by the
V.0. Chidambaranar Port Authority today.

Public Relations Officer
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QLo . HASHDUTRITT HOBUPSLD DHS FIHGOLLL HHIGMET MSBWTEHD SHmel 2 enLuwl LS
BeMomeN FJdh@ OULLS HLLINEY eNSBWLTGTEUSHET CPeVID CUTEUTBHBI FrHeneenl LIS SHHIGTenl.

ale . FHDUTIT] SHIEOBIPS UMD 19FIDUF 21, 2025 i@ HoHadls umysH BGsl e
FIHGOUL LS (WemanbHev, 304 15LLy Bemd (LOA) wmmid 40 L) Siseod Gsmewi M.V,
MSC  owsHBsevmenel 61663 FIGGOULLS  HlUMeD  CeuBMiBIIOTS  MBWTEHIG — FTHEn6
UeDL HEHI6TeNEH. BFH QbSHwmelen SLOFT] HeOBUIEL DB  6UTTHSHI UMD  (PHEWSHHIOHMS
AIILGSSHID NFHIOTE BHHLILMe0 dUWmsTalder  cpeod, 6,724 TEU  gréH@ QUL ShiHmen
MBWTEHD SHmedl ObmemiL  1W0& Hemomes FJoh@ U LS ST QIHMS HIMBLPSHHET @b
6DLDEVEEV6M6D 6L IQUIG.

HIOBUPBHH60 2022 G rsd 299.50 5Ly memd LOA o et M.V. MSC Quigr eeim
FIEGOUL LS Hliemsv endwimemeuglsd @mba M.V. MSC  enndCsevorale alhend  alenguleomest
Qe ale . HAFHOUTRITT HEOBULPSHH6T Hewsowmen GFwsOLT. (hd Hmelsd @ GBIUILHHHS
(peTGaBBHemS LTSI SH MBS

uenmiomeledt  QBT@eumedt  HIMBPHHHNHHH abH MSC enindhBHevr 6163  FJob@GOLL LS
&lUeY, ale_ Fsburemit sHoppshdsd 3977 TEU grsH@ QUL ERIG6T snswmeniiul’ B Wewi(BLd
BevmlnBUle  QBTIOIDL  HIOBUPSHIBEG LWemlb@GD. @FHsv 2676 TEU  gré@0ulLsmiss
@ms@IHEGD, 1104 TEU Fré6@ul Lsmise gBmiodaad, 148 TEU gréH@  OulLskiben
wpFgenoliy GFuiweyn wpgib 49 TEU gréH@ QU Lsmisemen FJéa@GuUillbomBpid opdlul GFwedumBaosit
HeOL GUBBSEI.

BLLL B&Hwmesngsd HeubLf 2025-26 eleny, HewmBLpsd 5,62,928 TEU grsh@ QUL Snhismend
mBWTeBeieng GUUILSHeedH, Rl 202425 b Hyewigen BBH Smevsl L halsv 5,20,919 TEU
FIHGHOULLBmeT el SiFsones  mswWtewih  8.06% oiFHsfHHieTend.  ene . HSbUyeTy
BHOBPBHH6T Hhadler LTH CHl Gl Fro@HoulLes (wemarwshdso (DBGT) meoL Gubs msipeisy,
Am. Fagrhbd @i yrmands, B.0.u.8.0u, e 4 sHompBpssds smeval], aitsen M.V. MSC
mDHEBHOT  FIHGHOUL LS  HlLeme0  CeuBSIETIOTET  MBUITEDHHED,  HIMBUPHHH  FLOLIGHSUWI
o eisl Lenioli] GuburGasenen LyHusissnBs o16iml Faplen), DSTaldh DAHEULF 10GHmel Lpld
1420 B LJTS o UTSHHIHV, HBLS &lisd SGBmiel’ L umengsuiensr 488 16U Lfledmhba 550
BULgTe  elflauBssisen, SImBpssaBGsT CbBrg mHenwps GFemeu  (Direct Port Entry)  Gumenim
aFHenl QFLOLGSHHIHL BBID 60 Leir GuTsLTIL Led Hmell OHBmemi 4ouml Spemey  &HLILIGD
FUSTHO SPSLLGSHWSH UG Coid Sen] Fpiemsulsd aFellseh Cael  HimBLps
(Outer Harbour) #liLib Gsenr @bHwmelBsrer WwhHw &L alfehs  HEDWaITuloTs 1.2 .
fpbuyeny FHiewBEHHeT Hemsvenl GBI HHHE Senalsd aUIILBHSHID sle O FellsHHTT.

Bhs Bapelsy, a.e .fl soBlpssd Sweval] Hm. &aerbs Gor  UGrmanlds, IRSEE,
SUTHET  ale_F HOBUPHH HlMid HMeval] . TTCM6Y CFeNHHITTEMEN, G.o).L1., HENEVEHLD
semisrenily oHerf, Hwm. seailen wamrgrey, 10FS, HrHgHH@GY GMS WU Hm. alsred
prwy, IRS sliueden Gsii_eir S, eymGemails 1flGur, DBGT (weneshdst Henevsnio Hifeurs
A& . OFbHed Gy, MSC gOmerd @pbHwr eMANGLLigeh pdhHd GuTadl Gsomerny &Hm.
Quettedll mamyed, HIDBUPBSHIHO (WPHDH AHSTHEET LBBID UFHHH Dewolysemen LFamlglssit
DIMEVQUBLD H6VHGEI O\BTETTL 60T

al.2 . HSHIDUTEITT SHemBIps pemewruid @eiml Qeuefluil Beiten LSS MdBmaes QFUISHE GHlliTed
O fNeNdbaisTeng.
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